2012 EDUCATION & EVENTS CALENDAR
Upcoming Classes & Events at the SOUTH TEXAS BOTANICAL GARDENS & NATURE CENTER
8545 S. Staples St., Corpus Christi TX  78413        361.852.2100      (Please Phone in your Reservations)

ORCHIDOLOGY	
1st Thursday of the month, 7 pm
On-going Orchid chat-and-learn monthly class series, for novice to experienced growers, with Orchid Curator Sam Jones, in the Visitors Center classroom. Monthly topics range from different orchid genera to specific orchid culture techniques. FREE!   For information, call 361-854-7624.  (Orchids for sale at most meetings.)   

WINTER LECTURE SERIES
Wednesday mornings, 10 to 11:30—A variety of nature and horticultural topics which define and explain our unique South Texas Environment.  For Winter Texans, other travelers and Coastal Bend residents.  General admission only.  MEMBERS FREE!  (Reservations not needed.) 

Jan 11:   	Rainwater Harvesting 			
	Karen Ivey, San Patricio Municipal Water District                     

Jan 18:    Harvesting Venom  
                Speaker from Natural Toxins Research Center, TX A&M-Kingsville  						 

Jan 25:    Coastal Bend Biblical Gardens 
                Dr. John Fucik, Ret. Horticulture Professor

Feb 1:      Butterflies You Should Know 
                Jack & Betty Prentiss

Feb 8:      Certified Wildlife Guide Program
                Michelle Horine, CC Convention & Visitors Bureau

Feb 15:   Recycle your garden!  Practical Composting 
                Bob Becquet (Nueces Master Gardeners)

Feb 22:   Getting Started with Companion Birds
               Jim Harmon, Coastal Bend Companion Bird Club

Feb 29:   Hopelessly Hooked on Hibiscus
               Sabie Morlan, Texas Certified Nursery Professional, 
               Nueces Master Gardeners


GETTING READY FOR PURPLE MARTIN INVASION
Saturday, February  4, 10-noon                
Purple Martin Conservation Association member Louise Chambers, , and carpenter friend John Barrow will share what’s needed to bring these fascinating mosquito-repelling bird families to your yard—what type of house to build, at what height, surroundings (etc). The big migration usually happens in March and April; and with this seminar to guide you, your Martin house can be ready for tenants. Members FREE, $7 non-members (includes general admission).  

ORGANIC APPROACHES FOR GROWING ROSES
Saturday, February 18, 10-noon               
Accomplished rosarians with the Corpus Christi Rose Society can teach you all you to know to grow gorgeous roses in South Texas, AND Utilize the latest organic methods.  Members FREE, $7 non-members (includes general admission). 

BIG CATS OF SOUTH TEXAS
Tuesday, February 21, 6:30 pm  
Dr. Michael Tewes, Cesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute, will lecture on the BIG cats—like ocelots and mountain lions--found in South Texas and northern Mexico, including our own wildlife corridor which we share with the northern tip of the King Ranch.  FREE, in cooperation with Texas Master Naturalists.




WILDFLOWERS A to Z
Saturday, March 3, 10-noon
Classroom instruction on indentifying South Texas wildflowers, followed by a wildflower walk through Botanical Gardens native areas, with Texas Master Naturalist Sibyl Deacon.  Members FREE, $7 non-members (includes general admission). 

GIVE YOUR LANDSCAPE A FACE LIFT!
Saturday, March 17, 10-noon
Kathy Hubner, Landscape Designer at Gill Landscape Nursery, will discuss the latest in landscape and hardscape design, plus both new and trusted plants for your landscape and Coastal Bend climate.  Members FREE, $7 non-members (includes general admission).

BRINGING IN THE BUTTERFLIES!
Saturday, March 31, 10-noon
Butterflies are free, but the plants may cost you a little!  Nueces Master Gardener Deborah Houlihan tells you exactly what to plant to entice the most butterflies to your landscape.  Members FREE, $7 non-members (includes general admission).

BIG BLOOM ! Plant Sale
Saturday, April  14, 9am-5pm  DOLLAR DAY! 
Members Free (Members Early Entry 8-9 a.m.)
Our spring garden festival and only Plant Sale of the year!  Kids Activities, Orchid Sale, specialty vendors, Pups & Plants Dog Show, butterfly releases in the Butterfly House, ladybug releases and more …Plant experts on site.  Buy a membership at 10% off; get a discount on plants & Garden Shoppe purchases.  FAMILY FUN!

INTRODUCTION TO HOLISTIC HERBAL HEALTH (Seminar)
Saturday, April 28, 10-noon .
Susan Sparks, Chiron Holistic, talks about the basics of over-all holistic herbal health.  Members FREE, non-members $8 (includes general admission).  (OPTION:  You may want to make a day of it!  Go to lunch and return for the optional related workshop below.)

PREPARING HERBS FOR HOLISTIC HEALTH (In-Depth Workshop)
Saturday, April 28, 1-5pm  
Learn from an expert how to create internal and external herbal products for basic health.  Chiron Holistic owner Susan Sparks discusses herbal teas, bath salts, salves and lip balm.  Workshop includes several take-home products.  $30 Members, $38 non-members (includes general admission). (This workshop may be taken in conjunction with the above seminar, or by itself.)

NATIONAL PUBLIC GARDENS DAY  /  MOTHERS’ DAY FREE WEEKEND 
MOMS GET IN FREE!  Friday, Saturday, Sunday, May 11-13.   
Celebrate National Public Gardens Day with us and the American Public Gardens Association, on Mothers’ Day Weekend!
At Visitors Center Check-in, all a mother needs to say is “Moms Love Flowers!”, and she gets in free.  Sorry, the rest of the family pays general admission.  (Of course, members always get in free.)  SPECIAL MOMS DAY DEAL: Buy Mom a membership this weekend, at 20% off-- for a year’s worth of free admission, Nature’s Boutique, Turner’s Gardenland, and other discounts, plus 200 U.S. Reciprocal Gardens!

WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE SUMMER DAY CAMPS
June or July choices.  Monday through Friday.  9 am to noon.  Mix of indoor and outdoor activities.
Ages 5-6:  June 4-8 or July 9-13
Ages 7-9:  June 18-22 or July 23-27

The Botanical Gardens encompasses a unique mix of flower gardens/floral exhibits and plant collections; plus vast acreage of native habitat and natural wetlands, which children love to explore, and learn about.  This summer, let the South Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature Center gift your child with a visual love of nature; understanding of our natural resources; conservation of our fragile environment; plus positive insights into stewardship of native habitats, bird and wildlife, and natural wetlands of this unique South Texas ecosystem.  All sessions include adult instructors, indoor and outdoor studies and activities and take-home nature-related craft projects.  Each day, campers will need sunscreen, hat, sunglasses and insect repellent.

Daily Activity Schedule (all on-site at the Botanical Gardens & Nature Center)
  9:00-10:15	Nature Walk including rest/water break at Palapa Grande on Lake
10:15-10:25	Review of Nature Walk, Snack in Classroom
10:25-11:15	Take-Home Craft Project in Classroom
11:15-12 noon	Guest Speaker with Nature Presentation or Nature Game (indoor or outdoor depending on weather)


